Parent Meeting Minutes – September 26, 2009 - 15 parents in attendance

1) Mari’s office days are Wednesday from 7:30am-12:00pm, Thursday and Friday from 7:30am-4:30pm. Any other time Mari can be found in the Sr. Preschool class if you need to speak to her immediately. Questions or concerns can also be brought to Laura in the Jr. Toddler room as she is the Assistant Director. Laura is on site from 8:30am – 5:30pm.

2) Trudy has taken on some programs with the children 3 days a week. On Tuesday mornings she will be with the Sr. Preschool class teaching French, and on Thursday and Friday mornings she will be teaching the children Stretch-n-Grow. Stretch-n-Grow is a preschool aerobics program that promotes healthy living. Trudy is in the process of becoming an instructor for this. In her spare time she is also learning to be a Yoga instructor which she will incorporate with the Stretch-n-Grow program.

3) Sherea continues to do the music program with all classes. Each class has music on a specific day. Monday – Sr. Toddler, Tuesday – Jr. Preschool, Wednesday – Sr. Preschool, and Friday – Jr. Toddler. Each month the program revolves around a theme. The children are learning how to keep the beat with a variety of musical instruments. They have so much fun!

4) It is estimated that the web camera for the playground will be installed just after Christmas. The camera will be linked to our website and will be password protected. We do not have the system picked out yet so at this point we do not know all of the logistics of how it will work. Once we know all of the details we will pass all the information on to you.

5) We are in the process of updating our menu. It is just about ready to be sent off to the nutritionist for approval. There was a concern about cheese whiz being used with the Triscits and Fruit Loops being added to the cereal mix. In the new menu the cheese whiz will be eliminated. We have added Fruit Loops to the cereal mix for color, however we are thinking of replacing it with yogurt covered raisins. I have contacted the nutritionist to make sure that the yogurt covered raisins are ok to use and she has approved.
6) Fundraisers – we did very well with the pies. The center’s profit was $545. Thank you to all who sold pies. Our current fundraiser is the Sunsweet Catalogue. The packages went into the cubbies on Monday. We still have lots of chocolate bars if any one would like more to sell. The monies raised right now are to go toward the new web camera. It was discussed that after that purchase is made that any fundraising could go toward trips for the daycare. Maybe renting a bus and going on outings such as apple picking, the zoo, the wild life park, etc. We truly appreciate all the efforts that have been put into fundraising.
7) Toilet training is a big concern for many parents of the children in the Jr. Toddler room as there are no toilets in that room. The department of Health will not allow us to use a potty back there as it is considered unsanitary. The question was raised about putting one toilet back there. This had been looked into in the past and at that time is was not something that we could do. The back end of the building does not have plumbing and when the sinks were put in there it was a very big, very expensive project. At that time it was pointed out that putting a toilet back there would not be feasible. However, as the year goes on more and more children are ready to potty train and one of the teachers will start bringing a group of 6 children to the bathroom in the Sr. Toddler room to work on the training. This would only be able to happen if one full group is ready as we cannot have one teacher leaving the other teacher in the room alone with more than ratio.
8) Reminders from the teachers – please clear out the summer clothes from your child’s cubby and replace with fall clothing. Each day your child should have splash pants, jacket, sweater, hat (both sun hat and warm hat), shoes for both indoors and outdoors, and at least one complete change of clothing. If your child does not have something that they need for that day on the playground your child’s teacher will call you to bring in the proper attire.

9) We are in the process of applying for a grant through Community Services for Renovations and Repairs. If you have any suggestions for any renovations or repairs that you would like to see around the center please email us your suggestions.

10) When staff are out sick that staff is covered off in one of three ways: 1) we merge the children if enough children are absent, 2) Trudy comes into the classroom, or 3) we bring in a substitute from a list of previous ECE practicum students.

11) We are in the process of getting quotes from web providers so that we can get our website updated to the current information. 

